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Allegheny Power Expected to File PATH by March

By Carrie DiETZ

llegheny Power officials ex-

pect to file a Certificate of

Public Convenience and
Necessity (CPCN) in Marvland,
Virginia and West Virginia by March
for the Potomac Appalachian Trans-
mission Highline, according to Todd
Mevers, spokesperson tor the power
company.

Once completed, the Public Ser-
vice Commissions of Maryland and
West Virginia and the Virginia State
Corporation Commission will initi-
ate their regulatory review processes,
which could take a vear or more.

“The process will include public
input hearings and evidentiary hear-
ings, which each commission will
conduct and schedule,” said Mevers.

The line needs to be in service by
June 2013 to prevent reliability prob-
lems with the grid. including the
()\'él’l();ldillg of several transmission
lines that could threaten the regional
electric supply and trigger blackouts,
Mevers said.

About 70 miles of the project has
been eliminated, and the plan now
has only one 760-kilovolt line across
Frederick County as opposed to two
500-kilovolt lines previously noted.

“Many were relieved to learn that
some of the potential routes depicted
earlier in the summer are no longer
under consideration; other prop-
erty owners remained understand-
ably concerned that other potential
routes near their homes remain via-
ble options,” said Mevyers atter a De-
cember 4 open house unveiled new
line paths.

The Sugarloaf
however, was busy outside the con-
ference center collecting naines for
a petition wanting an independent
review ot the PATH plans and sell-
ing hats touting the groups mantra:
“Burv the Lines.” The group was
asked by Allegheny Power compa-

Conservancy,

ny to move from the center’s lobby
outside.

“We were dismayved when they
insisted that the hotel ask us to leave
the lobby and stand outside the

building because we ‘were protest-

ers,” said Peggyv Kaplan with the
Sugarloaf Conservancy.

Mevers detended the power com-
pany's decision. “The purpose of
our meeting was to 1mpart impor-
tant information about the project
to the public and answer their ques-
tions, not engage in a debate with
members of the Conservancy.”

the

Doug Kaplan, said burying the lines

Earlier group’s  president.
1s the “right thing to do.”

Kaplan disagrees with the compa-
ny’s findings that burying the lines
is cost-prohibitive and inconceiv-
able because the lines would get too
hot if underground.

While not speaking specifical-
Iy to the group’s goal to have the
project include buried lines, Mevers
said, “Our goal is to develop a line
route that balances the interests of
landowners. neighboring property
owners, business owners and regu-
lators so as to minimize enviroi-

mental and land-use impacts.”



