Discussdon aboul transmissdon
line planning amd green power is
popular in Washington these days.
A vast network of new high-voltage
tranamission fines is needed, we'te
todd, to bring renewable energy to
market. But does that mean that
any new bransmission e is good
for the environment and the new

There's mow OVET
the planned Potomae-
Transmisgion Highline (PATH)

tranamizsion line [*“Dham to the
m;,mgaﬂmhl.ﬁpﬂlﬂ],wim
- BOMmE environmenialists op-
pose what will bring muoch-needed
clean to Yet a quick
review of the facts reveals that the
PATH line haz nothing to do with

dﬂnmu:ﬂmdeﬂlh‘n(mdn
with profit-seeking P

Th:PﬂI'I:lHn:dumEtmmm
ntawhdfunwu;ha i,
PATH beogins at ¥irginia's
3. 000:megnwatt John E. Amos coal-
fired power plant. Among the na-
tion's 1400 coal-fired plants, the
Amos plant ranks among the worst
emitters of subfur dioxide, mercary
and global warming pallution. And
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The PATH to Dirty Energy

the Amos plant isn't the only dirty
power plant that would beoedit

fromm pew trasemission Hnes. Yest-
ern Pennsybrania, Kentwchy amad
Wesk Virginia are dominated by obd
coalfired power plamis.
PATH is a joint vewture of Amer-
ican Electric Power Co, Inc, and Al
legheny Energy Inc., both of which
rely heavily on coal. | En
ergy officials have saidd that 95 per-
cent of the company’s electricity is
by coal — mot what we'd
called a “green povaer” compamy.

These ies will make ex-
traordinary from the PATH
liee. First, the Federal Encrpy Reg-

ulatory Commission has guaran-
beed & high rate of relarn on the
constrochion of the mobibillion
, 5 1 the utiliti
m‘ummhhiﬂ::rpmﬂuhﬂ'ﬂl:‘n’
coalbased clectricty once PATH
cnables Booess to higherqoiced
markets in other East Coast states
This combimation of high returns
for zerorisk investments makes it
abumdantly clear why coal wiilities
want PATH and other transmdizaion
lines, and why they encourage the

misconception that these kines are
nevded ¢ move clean energy

power.

While some will say that local
regidents sre opposing PATH out of
MMV Yizm,” there is much more
ih stuke for them than their back-
yards, The opposition is about
coal's air and valer judlotion ad
the devistating practice of moun-
taintop removal coal mindag, It is
aboul var obligation to curb
warming pollution. Thia ia na-
tional groups such as the Sierra
Club are joining forces with local
groupa to oppose the line, Sierr
Clahb responsible trans-
mission ing for clean energy,
brst. thee: PATH bine: does not Bl inte
Usat cabegory.

PATH is also ot needed to meet
thee Washinglon region's growing
electricity demandd, Recent reports
sheewr that demand in the region has
actaally mmlm;ﬁlcm Any fear-
INOMEETINE & [ )
it based on bad data —— afficil stad-
i traced the 2003 lackowt to atili-
by operating and maintenence er-

- pogs, ot & peed for mew ranBmis-

gdodn lEines,

ions

meet power needs in the mid-Atlan-
tic region rather than linking wp
with dirty coal plants, inchuding the
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