To The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen:
Over 20 years ago, I moved my family to western Maryland to raise my children in a rural setting and still be close to centers of education located in DC and Baltimore. My wife and I purchased a 300 acre farm on the northwest corner of Sugarloaf Mountain specifically because this property had no power lines or large residential developments near the farm. We spent the last 20 years enhancing our property through elimination of no – till farming and other harmful land practices. Today, this property supports a vast array of wild flowers, birds, and other indigenous species to the area. This property also has the original glass factory for Amelung Glass, the first German glass factory built in this country in the late 1700s. This factory was excavated by the Smithsonian and remains a registered historic landmark. Additionally, our farm serves as a favorite riding area for local horseback riders and hunt groups. Though not actually part of the Stronghold trust, our farm is considered part of Sugarloaf mountain. Hikers at the top of White Rocks (one of the prime vistas from the top of Sugarloaf) have a view of our farm. We are extremely proud of our farm, and the natural, pristine nature setting it provides. 
Imagine our horror and chagrin when a neighbor called to inform us that our farm was directly in the proposed PATH of the new high tension line for Alleghany Power. Not only had we not been informed; we had no idea our property was even considered.  Since our enlightenment, we have discovered that both of the proposed routes (Route N and P) cross our farm. These routes cross Bennett’s Creek (a class IV trout stream) twice, and skirt the very edge of Sugarloaf Mountain – the very core of Frederick and Montgomery Counties conservation area. In fact, one of the most frequented hiking areas on this mountain (White Rocks) will have a direct view now of the monstrous towers rather than the beautiful rolling country side. Our farm borders two roads consider Historic Scenic Roads (Mt. Ephraim and Peters), and this proposed line will cross both! 
This is an absolute travesty. We have little development rights specifically because our farm is considered Resource Conservation given its proximity to Sugarloaf Mountain, and now that very fact is providing justification for Alleghany Power to run a major high power line through our property because there are not a lot of residential homes located here.  My daughter is moving back home this summer to start her life in Frederick County with her husband, and they have plans to build a house on our farm. The proposed line goes directly over the lot they have chosen to build.

This is so wrong on so many fronts. We should not have our home destroyed to serve the electrical appetite of New York and New Jersey. Marylanders should not have to pay higher utility fees to support this line. We should not accept this line since the origin of this electricity will be a coal fired plant in West Virginia. Our governor has signed a petition with other state governors advocating abandonment of this source of energy. We need our elected officials to be our voices and represent us against the powerful energy companies that see this as merely an expansion in their ability to be profitable. We need your help. 
My wife and I invite you to come visit our farm and hike the area if that is of interest to you. You will see how peaceful and restorative this area is in its current state. You will also see for yourself how devastating a high tension line would be to this area. 

Jerry and Lysia Stonemetz
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