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January 30, 2009

Douglas F. Gansler

Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
200 St. Paul Place
Baltimore, MD 21202
 

Dear Attorney General Gansler:

 

The PATH transmission line which is planned to go into Frederick County from Virginia will not only destory our scenic views and impact our citizens in many ways, but will have a detrimental effect on the health of the Chesapeake Bay.  Many experts have questioned the need for this line and there has not been a study to our knowledge that evaluates the need for all three proposed lines (MAPP, TRaIL, PATH). APATH, MAPP and TRaIL.   Marylanders also need to know that according to PJM only 14 % of the power from the PATH line will be delivered to Maryland consumers.   

 

Since this past October, Sugarloaf Conservany has been calling on PATH Allegheny to conduct an independent study on the merits of using High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) underground for the PATH project.  This is a mature technolgy which allows for High Voltage transmission lines to be buried along existing right-of-ways such as railroad lines, roads or under existing transmission lines, thus minimizing environmental impacts. Since providing our elected officials with the facts on this technology our County Commissioners and State Delegation have both unanimously supported our call for an independent study.  Our local newspaper, the Frederick News Post, has also written an editorial supporting our position.

 
Our website www.nomoretowers.org has numerous articles on the merits of this technology.  In order to provide concise information I have attached a Government Accounting Office Report, the conclusions from four articles, and a newsletter outlining some of the major facts.

We understand that there is a process that will be followed by the MPSC in evaluating the anticipated filing by PATH Allegheny.  From past experience, we are confident that PATH Allegheny will claim that their application must be approved without further delay or there will be severe reliability problems on the National Grid.  It is for this reason we are asking for your support in joining the call now for PATH Allegheny to conduct an independent study before they file with the MPSC. 

 

It is very promising that President Obama is opposed to the dirty coal-fired plants where this energy would originate and our new Secretary of Energy has extolled the merits of HVDC himself!  

 

From the time you took office, have spoken out loud and clear on the need to protect the Chesapeake Bay. These lines crossing the Potomac River and traveling beside Bennett Creek are an added danger we can eliminate.  We need your support now to keep Allegheny from causing more damage to the environment.  No one wants a transmission line in his or her back yard; however, if one is necessary, then surely it should be constructed in a manner that minimizes the environmental impact. 

 

I would appreciate an opportunity to meet with you to further discuss HVDC and discuss your support of an independent study on the merits of HVDC technology. 
 
Doug Kaplan
President
Sugarloaf Conservancy
www.sugarloafconservancy.org
www.nomoretowers.org
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