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Urge your state legislators to save trees from utilities

| 

The Public Utility Tree Management Act of 2009 (House Bill 480/Senate Bill 352) is in committee in the state legislature. 

This proposed legislation will require utilities to include plans for better tree retention along power transmission corridors, thus preserving the benefits that forests provide in resisting erosion and supporting water and air quality. Anyone who enjoys breathing, fishing, or hopes to slow the decline of the Chesapeake Bay will certainly find this of value. 

Allegheny Energy has demonstrated a cavalier disregard for the conservation of Maryland's forests and trees in its proposed PATH transmission line project. Allegheny has refused to even study the concept of underground High Voltage Direct Current technology as a possible solution. The massive 765KV PATH towers and lines Allegheny proposes to build through southern Frederick County would further clear our already diminished forests and make the remains susceptible to further unnatural decline. 

For the sake of Frederick County's remaining forests, write to your state Senator, Delegate, and Gov. Martin O'Malley urging support for The Public Utility Tree Management Act of 2009. 

It is time that utilities are called upon to plan projects with the Maryland environment and community interest in mind, and not just the convenience of their destructive "business as usual" practices. 

Ron Roos, Frederick 

