A RESOLUTION OF THE JEFFERSON COUNTY COMMISSION

OPPOSING PROPOSED ROUTES FOR INTERSTATE HIGH-VOLTAGE ELECTRICAL LINES THROUGH

JEFFERSON COUNTY FOR THE POTOMAC APPALACHIAN TRANSMISSION HIGHLINE PROJECT

WHEREAS, the members of the Jefferson County Commission have been elected to serve and protect the collective interest of citizens of Jefferson County, West Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, Allegheny Energy (Allegheny) and American Electric Power (AEP) have proposed to build 46 miles of twin-circuit 500-kV transmission from Bedington, West Virginia, to a new substation near Kemptown, southeast of Frederick, Maryland, as part of the regional Potomac Appalachian

Transmission Highline (PATH) project; and

WHEREAS, Allegheny and AEP have identified several proposed links to be routed through portions of Jefferson County; and

WHEREAS, the PATH project is intended to deliver electricity to the Northeastern Corridor of the United States, not including West Virginia; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would do harm to the citizens of Jefferson County, who reside here because they highly value agriculture, rural character, scenic view sheds, tourism, metropolitan access, and environmental, historic, and cultural resources; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would displace as many as 230 homeowners, tenants, businesses, and churches, with an estimated value of as much as $62.1 million, as demonstrated on the map and attachment attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would inflict economic damage through adverse impact on the value of properties in as many as 16 subdivisions, as demonstrated on the map and attachment attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would pose an immediate economic harm to as many as 10 historic sites within Jefferson County; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would route high-voltage transmission lines across properties enrolled in the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm and Range Protection Program, in violation of the provisions of that program; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would jeopardize the economic welfare of all residents of Jefferson County through its sizeable impact on property tax revenues; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would impose water quality degradation for residents throughout the county from herbicides used to maintain the easements for the links, because of high sensitivity of ground water aquifers, due to the karst topography (limestone caves) in the area; and

WHEREAS, residents would suffer noise and disturbance during construction; and

WHEREAS, public and private roads would suffer delays, wear and damage beyond that caused by residents in affected subdivisions and neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, this proposal is an inefficient use of resources, with a significant amount of the electricity transmitted over this line lost before reaching the Northeastern Corridor; and

WHEREAS, the presence of a high-power transmission line may pose health risks to residents in neighborhoods affected by the proposed links because of the electromagnetic fields generated as electricity leaches from the lines; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would threaten the use and value of parks and recreation areas along the proposed links; and

WHEREAS, this proposal would reduce wildlife habitat and pose a threat to biodiversity; and

WHEREAS, this proposal further increases the occurrence of mine subsidence, acid mine drainage, and/or mountaintop removal, at a time when the impact of climate change requires cutting back on these activities; and

WHEREAS, this proposal will result in increased air pollution, including acid rain, ozone, mercury and particulate pollution, especially as power from old- technology, dirty coal plants displaces cleaner natural gas plants; and

WHEREAS, this proposal will result in increased emissions of greenhouse gases for the life of the line; and

WHEREAS, this proposal will result in increased electricity costs to Jefferson County residents, who will pay a portion of the construction and operation costs despite receiving no direct benefit; and

WHEREAS, increased air pollution will exacerbate the potential for Jefferson County to fail to meet air quality health standards, jeopardizing economic development in the county, restricting access to federal highway funds, and imposing additional sanctions for vehicular or local sources of air pollution; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announced its designation of the Mid-Atlantic National Interest Electric Transmission (NIET) corridor, to include Jefferson County, excusing Allegheny and AEP from preparing an environmental impact statement that would provide an assessment of the impact of PATH on rare and endangered plant and animal species (under the Endangered Species Act) or damage to historic properties and landscapes (under the National

Historic Preservation Act) in this historically rich region of the United States; and

WHEREAS, sensible national energy policy must foster an optimal mix of deliverable power from diverse sources, the Jefferson County Commission does not believe this line will enhance electric reliability or security; and

WHEREAS, this proposal does not demonstrate the need to originate in West Virginia;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Jefferson County Commission does hereby oppose the construction of PATH anywhere inside the boundaries of Jefferson County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Jefferson County Commission does express its support for and agreement with other counties in West Virginia that oppose the construction of PATH within their boundaries.
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The Commission took a break at 10:50 a.m.
