Wellcome Farms

2602-A Thurston Road

Frederick, MD 21704

Dear Potomac Conservancy,

We own a farm near Urbana, Frederick County, Maryland. A stream runs through our property joining Bennett’s Creek which is a subwatershed you say you are focusing on.  Are you aware that Allegheny Energy’s PATH project or Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline is also focusing on Bennett’s Creek?  If it is chosen there will be clear cutting of trees to make a 200-foot wide treeless corridor in which they will erect 130 foot towers to carry high voltage alternating current electric lines.  Bennett Creek doesn’t deserve that kind of treatment.  Neither do we. Our house won’t be destroyed, but others will be.  Electromagnetic fields will sizzle overhead, animal habitats will be destroyed, views of Sugarloaf Mountain will be compromised, and worst of all Bennett’s creek will be a disaster instead of a beautiful waterway and a lovely place to walk.  The loss for those of us who live in the area is incalculable.

As a member of the Conservancy for some time, I find it hard to believe you are not involved in negotiations with Allegany to at least look at new technology which using high-voltage direct-current (HVDC) lines can be buried underground.  This technology has been used successfully in Sweden, Eagle Pass, Texas, across the Long Island Sound, to name a few sites, and it will be used to bury cable across the Chesapeake Bay.  Just as natural gas lines are buried underground so can HVDC lines be buried underground, along roads, railroad tracks, under existing power lines.  They are secure from tampering and  lightning strikes.  They are more efficient and repairs are quick.  Allegheny Energy should at least look into the technology and successes of HVDC.  Allegheny may be afraid of the cost but since there would be a smaller footprint with HVDC and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is guaranteeing a 14.3% profit for the project, cost should not be a deciding factor.

The area Allegheny Energy is planning to despoil is zoned conservation and agricultural.  It is a beautiful verdant area blest by views of Sugarloaf Mt., Bennet’s Creek, Lily Pons, historic homes and barns dating to the 1700's, horse farms, and a wonderful feeling of peace.  Destroy this area with Mega Power Lines and Frederick County loses big time.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Jeanne Carrera

