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The Maryland Public Service Commission reviewed an agenda item Wednesday that could be the first step in a lengthy process to build a 300-mile power line from West Virginia to Frederick County. 

The commission was asked to speed up a decision on whether Allegheny Power's request to start that process could be filed through Potomac Edison, a division of Allegheny Power that provides energy in Maryland. 

"This is a very narrow look at what will be a yearlong process," said Todd Meyers, manager of external communications for Allegheny. 

"We are simply asking them to expedite a decision on whether Potomac Edison is the right legal entity for the filing," Meyers said. 

There is no required deadline on such a decision, Meyers said. 

If the commission accepts Potomac Edison as the correct legal entity, the commission will then begin the process of reviewing all documents, setting up public meetings and related actions for the proposed transmission line. 

"All of that is far in the future," Meyers said of the public hearings, as well as evidentiary hearings that will bring experts from all sides of the issue to discuss their findings. 

The Potomac Appalachian Transmission Highline is a 300-mile, $1.8 billion project that will bring power lines from near Charleston, W.Va., across Virginia and Maryland to end up at a proposed substation in Kemptown. 

Meyers said he expects to see many interveners, including those who will have their own experts. 

"The open houses we had were not public meetings. That is something that will be scheduled by the Maryland Public Service Commission, and similar commissions in West Virginia and Virginia," Meyers said. 

Allegheny Power held open houses where residents could view maps of proposed routes and talk with utility company representatives. 

The transmission line has already drawn opposition from several groups. 

Sugarloaf Conservancy has questioned why the utility company won't consider placing transmission lines underground. The conservancy has argued that it should be done for aesthetic and environmental reasons. Allegheny Power has said doing so would cost too much and be too difficult to engineer. 

On Monday, Citizens Against the Kemptown Electric Substation filed a motion to intervene with the Public Service Commission. 

That organization said the decision on the substation should be made by elected officials and not the commission. It questions the constitutional issue of whether the commission should have that power, as well as other factors including safety and security. 


