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	I applaud the paper's stance to decrease our dependence on the use of oil and electricity as well as conserve and protect the environment. 

I am perplexed by the ongoing PATH project that is running roughshod over our plans to have a better power supply. By that I mean the governor's plans to build and use more sustainable sources of power. He wants to build coastal wind generators to capture winds off our coastline. This is brilliant -- a free, readily available energy source -- especially since our region is rated as using the dirtiest source of power. That would be through coal generation. 

We cannot let this occur. The PATH project will transfer the dirtiest source of power through West Virginia into Maryland through a 275-mile-long transmission wire set on 150-foot-tall towers. Do you know the amount of energy that is lost when transporting it so far? Enough to cover Urbana 's needs plus Frederick city. This is a backward way of wasting energy! 

We will be responsible for the pollution generated in West Virginia to power our homes, offices and businesses. Plus, the power lines are routed through some of the most scenic and beautiful areas of Maryland. These lines will not help us achieve our power goals -- they will only add to the pollution and expansion of more ugly, invasive power lines. 

If we need more power, let's apply more energy-saving actions while developing the free energy sitting on our coast and in other wind zones. PATH as it is designed will not carry any alternative power sources on its lines -- they are not even in the pathway of our new coastal energy sources. 

We all need to notify the governor's office and department of utilities, take control of this problem, stop PATH, start building the sustainable power generators and make the smart grid truly smart. With the governor's program to cut energy use by 20 percent and the development of the sustainable alternative energy sources, we will not need PATH. Let's stick to our alternative plan and stop making utility millionaires while the rest of us suffer from high power costs and the invasion of hundred-foot PATH towers. 

Gary Sandman writes from Urbana . 


