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The Maryland Public Service Commission was expected to get a flurry of applications from interveners Friday afternoon. 

Interveners are consumers who have an interest in a case, in this instance the PATH project. 

Doug Kaplan, president of Sugarloaf Conservancy, said Friday that about 30 members of his group will head to Baltimore on Friday for a hearing on the project. 

The Potomac Appalachian Transmission Highline is a $1.8 billion, 300-mile transmission line from West Virginia through Maryland to a proposed substation near Kemptown. 

Allegheny Energy is proposing the project with American Electric Power. The company said the line is needed to meet the existing and growing need for electricity in the region. 

The utility company held a series of events where residents could see proposed routes for the transmission lines. The company officially filed with the service commission in May. 

Friday's meeting will focus on oral presentations from both sides. 

Todd Meyers, manager of external communications for Allegheny Energy, said no decisions are expected at the hearing. Meyers said any decision would be in the form of an order from the PSC days or even weeks later. 

Kaplan said both his group and the Sierra Club have concerns about the proposed project. 

Listed in the PSC's schedule for the July 31 hearing are such issues as whether Allegheny Energy must get approval from Frederick County for the proposed substation and how will it fit into the county's zoning process; what federal authority factors are involved and even the name of the entity filing for the project ----PATH Allegheny Transmission Co. LLC. 

Even the legal representation for Allegheny Energy has come under some question by Kaplan's group. 

Joseph "Max" Curran III, a former PSC commissioner and member of the law firm of Saul Ewing, is representing the utility company. Curran is the brother-in-law of Gov. Martin O'Malley. 

"Obviously, Allegheny can hire whoever they want, but I think this speaks for itself," Kaplan said. 

Meyers said Curran was hired prior to the utility company's application for the PATH project in May. 

Sugarloaf Conservancy has hired Jim Thompson of the Rockville law firm of Miller, Miller & Canby to represent it. 

Kaplan said filing the project as PATH Allegheny Transmission Co. LLC could mean Allegheny Energy might not be held accountable for a potential problem, such as a fire at the proposed substation. 

"If you are a group, you have to have legal representation," Kaplan said of PSC requirements. Individuals can still speak as interveners. He said he knows of more than 50 people who have filed, or were to file Friday, as interveners. 

"I'm really not sure who will get to speak" at the hearing, Kaplan said. 

Kaplan and residents have opposed many facets of the project. But he said less power will be needed than previously estimated. 

"No one wants to see the economy down, but it is," he said. Although not directly related to the PATH project, Allegheny Energy recently downscaled power needs for the immediate Urbana area in another project. 

Allegheny Energy moved the target date for the completion of PATH from 2012 to 2014. Considering the drop in consumption, Kaplan said the need, even by 2014, will be less than initially anticipated. That extra time could mean new technologies for power transmission that could eliminate some of the proposed lines or other aspects of PATH, Kaplan said. 

His group has pushed for "No More Towers," relating to its recommendation that Allegheny Energy look at putting transmission lines underground. 

Kaplan argues technology exists to do it. Allegheny Energy representatives have said it would be costly and in some cases not a viable alternative to conventional overhead power lines. The utility firm has said putting lines underground could have, in some areas, more adverse environmental impact than overhead lines, and finding problems and making repairs would be more difficult for underground wiring. 

The proposed substation, on 41 acres off Barthlows Road, is a major point of contention for Kaplan and residents. "Allegheny tried to indicate the site was in a 'no man's land' in Kemptown," Kaplan said. "But it is close to Mount Airy , and there are 1,400 homes around that site." 

He said if a fire or other disaster occurred, oil could go into the ground and leak into wells. 

"It is also a possible terrorist target," Kaplan said of the site. He said lines for three different utility companies will converge at the proposed substation. 

The authority over the substation is also in question, Kaplan said. "A few years ago, in another case, Allegheny said county government should have the say, now they want to PSC to have the final say. I think it is up to the county and I hope the PSC will see it that way." 

Kaplan said the process should focus on the substation first, rather than the lines into it as the final part of the project. 


