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Living near big power line may up
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By Anne Harding

NEW YORK (Reuters Health) - Older people living within 50 meters of
major power lines are at increased risk of dying from Alzheimer's disease
or senile dementia, research from Switzerland shows.

The risk increased steadily with the amount of time a person had been
living in close proximity to a 220-380 kV power line, Dr. Anke Huss of the
University of Bern and colleagues found. These are extra-high voltage
lines used for long-distance transmission of large amounts of electricity.

F(
Hi

Diriving Busiy

Huss and colleagues were able to look at census and mortality data for
over 95% of the Swiss population, which strengthens the power of the
findings. Nevertheless, the researcher told Reuters Health, the results
should be interpreted with caution because this is the first study to link
residential magnetic field exposure to Alzheimer's mortality. Huss said she
would like to see other research teams, preferably in other countries, look
into the issue.
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can produce magnetic fields similar to those emitted by power lines, the
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About Thomson Reuters very close to such devices for long periods of time; for example, not
sleeping with one's head close to a radio alarm clock or keeping an electric
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At present, the researcher added, there is no accepted biological
mechanism to explain why magnetic fields might increase Alzheimer's risk.
Given the consistency of the findings, she added, "There might be
something going on even if we don't know what it is."

SOURCE: American Journal of Epidemiology, January 15, 2009.
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