The Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski



12 March 2009

60 West St., Suite 202





11850 Weller Hill Dr.

Annapolis, MD 21401-2448




Monrovia, Md. 21770

Dear Senator Mikulski,

On April 6, Allegheny Energy (AE) and American Electric Power (AEP) will file with the Maryland Public Service Commission (MPSC) to build new high voltage electricity transmission lines across Maryland under the Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline (PATH) Project.  I am writing to express my deep concerns about this Project.

These new transmission lines will pass within 100 meters of my home and that of all my neighbors.  These lines will run parallel to the street we live on, looming over our homes, and in some cases cutting off property lines.  It is not only reasonable but it is critical to public trust that the MPSC exercises due diligence by ensuring that AE and AEP have an independent study performed on the feasibility of underground high voltage direct current (HVDC) lines as an alternative to the PATH Project cross-county overhead massive electric transmission towers and lines.

I am concerned for the continuation of the Quality of Life for our Families that we have enjoyed during your distinguished career in the U.S. Congress since 1977.  My specific concerns are that these overhead transmission lines will decrease property values, degrade our environment, damage our health and safety, and increase the vulnerability of the system to terrorism.  All these consequences affect the Quality of Life in Maryland.

I believed you when you said:  “The Chesapeake Bay is part of who we are as Marylanders. – It is part of our heritage and part of our culture. I am proud to support the Chesapeake Bay Gateways and Water Trails Network.”  “The Gateways Program will help record our history, protect the Bay, reflect our values, and renew our sense of pride and wonder. I will continue to fight to preserve our national treasure and its history for future generations.” 

Clearing forests for 200 feet right-of-ways for overhead towers and lines will increase the runoff into Bennett Creek and then into the Chesapeake Bay, ultimately decreasing the health of the bay.  Underground lines can use existing right-of-ways of about 20 feet. 

The beauty and value of our communities must be preserved to every reasonable extent possible for the sake of our Quality of Life in the State of Maryland.

Thank you again for your attention to these concerns and my request.

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Sanders

