Honorable Joseph R. Bartlett





12 March 2009

House Office Building, room 323




11850 Weller Hill Dr.

6 Bladen St.







Monrovia, Md. 21770

Annapolis, MD  21401

Dear Delegate Bartlett,

I am writing for two reasons.  The 1st reason is to urge you to support House Bill 480, “Public Utility Tree Management Act of 2009” (corresponding Senate Bill 352).

House Bill 480 could strike a balance between increasing tree preservation along the 2,000 miles of power transmission lines in Maryland and maintaining the flow of electricity to our homes and businesses.  Trees help screen ugly towers and power lines from view, which reduces their negative effects on property values.  Trees also provide ecological benefits such as improving water quality and providing habitats for wildlife.  All these factors contribute to a higher Quality of Life in Maryland. 

In recent years, we have witnessed extensive removal of trees and other plant life, largely because utilities are essentially exempt from tree preservation laws.  House Bill 480 would correct this situation by requiring public utilities to prepare a Management Plan before removing trees or other plant life along a right-of-way.  House Bill 480 also would provide Maryland state and local officials with the authority to enforce tree protection measures set forth in each Management Plan.

My 2nd  reason for writing is to call your attention to American Electric Power (AEP) and Allegheny Energy (AE) who will file on April 6 with the Maryland Public Service Commission (MPSC) to build new high voltage electricity transmission lines and towers across Frederick County under the Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline (PATH) Project with the primary purpose of transmitting power from the coal-fired generating plants in West Virginia to the Mid-Atlantic states, in particular New York and New Jersey.  I am deeply concerned about PATH and the damage it does in Frederick County.

I respectfully request that you, as our Delegate, support the request by the Sugarloaf Conservancy that the PSC require AE and AEP to have conducted an independent cost and technical assessment of high voltage direct current (HVDC) underground lines as an alternative to the PATH Project cross-county above ground electric transmission lines.

The beauty and value of our communities must be preserved to every reasonable extent possible for the sake of our Quality of Life in Frederick County.

Thank you again for your attention to these concerns and my two requests.

Sincerely,

Kenneth E. Sanders

