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From the top of Sugarloaf Mountain, a designated Registered Natural Landmark, 1,282 feet above the Frederick County farmland, you can see for miles. You can see Bennett Creek covering 30, 569 acres of the lower Monocacy River Watershed. You can see Lilypons Water Gardens, a 250-acre business begun in 1917. You can see the remains of the Amelung Glass Factory, which was established near Frederick, Maryland, in the late 1700's. You can see farms, homes, and forests, animals grazing, horsemen and women following woodland trails and bikers enjoying the scenic backroads. And now, if PATH Allegheny is successful, you may be treated to a view of 130 – 170 foot towers and 765 kV power lines transversing this peaceful scene, further fragmenting forests and destroying wildlife habitat with its 200 foot right-of-way, as the construction and subsequent erosion dump sediment into Bennett Creek. The very quality of life for all southern Frederick County citizens and the visitors who come from miles away to visit will be scarred forever.

WHY, YOU ASK? Some say there is a need for more power, and the cheapest power available can be brought from the dirty coal-fired plants in West Virginia through Virginia and Maryland to the northeastern corridor. Although many experts dispute this claim of need, Allegheny Energy has already received a 14.3% guaranteed profit from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and is planning to file the first week of April with the Maryland Public Service Commission. PJM, the regional power authority continues to move back the timetable for need, but Allegheny marches on, to grab that profit before someone can prove there is actually no need.   

IS THERE ANY ALTERNATIVE - IF THERE TRULY IS A NEED? Yes, there is! Both ABB (HVDC Light) and Siemens (HVDC Plus) have high voltage direct current cables that can be buried underground, along roads, railways, and in already existing transmission corridors! This is a viable, proven technology pioneered 50 years ago by the Swedish firm ABB. In the 1990's, ABB developed its “HVDC Light” technology for buried lines (land and submarine), and completed the first such commercial project in Gotland in 1999. ABB currently lists a dozen projects around the world using its HVDC Light technology. They include a project at Eagle Pass, Texas, put in service in 2000, and a link that crosses Long Island Sound, from Shoreham to New Haven, put in service in 2002. The proposed Mid-Atlantic Power Pathway (MAPP) plans to incorporate a buried HVDC cable to cross the Chesapeake Bay and Delmarva Peninsula.

HVDC has many advantages, but they are not yet widely appreciated, despite its use in many existing and planned projects here and around the world. Among the advantages are that HVDC reduces the environmental impacts, eliminates potential health concerns due to EMF fields, substantially increases reliability while alleviating significant congestion, significantly increases the power flow potential across the line, increasing market efficiency, is more secure against possible terrorism, and reduces the risk of damage from natural causes. In addition, the modular structure that houses the conversion equipment can be designed to fit into the environment; for example, it might look like a farmhouse from the road.

SO, WHY DOESN’T PATH ALLEGHENY CONSIDER HVDC? They are still quoting “facts” from years ago, not looking at the tremendous improvements in technology made in the last few years that have lower costs and made repairs, which are rarely needed, easy to locate and complete. 

Sugarloaf Conservancy was formed to protect and enhance the quality of life in Frederick County by education on issues related to wetlands, streams, meadows, rivers, forests, view sheds, conservation, restoration, and preservation. Currently our focus is opposing the overhead high voltage power lines referred to as PATH proposed for construction through southern Frederick County. Please help Sugarloaf Conservancy in its battle to protect our beautiful area and keep it safe from the destruction planned by Allegheny Energy. For more information go to www.sugarloafconservancy.org or www.nomoretowers.org.
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