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Even with the downturn in the economy, the region will need more electric power in the future. 

Allegheny Energy, which is a partner in a proposed $1.8 billion, 300-mile project to bring more power to the area, has launched the PATH Education and Awareness Team. 

"People think that because of the downturn in the economy, we can't be assured it will stay down and it takes years to plan these projects," said Russell Frisby Jr. "If we don't move now, it could be 2020 until we could do it and that would be too late." 

Frisby, a former chairman of the Maryland Public Service Commission, is heading PEAT. The group was formed to answer consumer concerns about the Potomac Appalachian Transmission Highline. 

Allegheny Energy is awaiting a decision by the PSC after a hearing on Friday on legal issues. At that hearing, the utility company applied for the PATH project in the name of Potomac Edison, a historic name for the firm and still a legal one. But PSC commissioners questioned why the company did not file as Allegheny Power or Allegheny Energy or PATH Allegheny, the name chosen for the entity that would manage the project. No timeline was set on a decision. 

If the PSC rules against using Potomac Edison's name, the utility company could re-file later under another entity for the project. 

The project, which would begin in West Virginia and travel through about 20 miles of Maryland, ending in a proposed new substation near Kemptown, has drawn opposition from residents who have concerns about aesthetics, the environment, health and effects on property values. 

One grass-roots group, the Sugarloaf Conservancy, has argued that putting the wiring underground would be a better move. 

Another group, Citizens Against Kemptown Electric Substation, said locating the proposed facility off Bartholows Road would be a danger to an estimated 1,300 homes. They argue that the substation could be a target for terrorists and an accident could put oil into the ground that could seep into wells. 

"In reality, no one has built an underground system of this size. And it would add a cost factor of 10, and that would be paid by the citizens of Maryland," Frisby said. "And it would make it more difficult to repair problems," with an underground wiring system. 

Frisby said there also have been no studies that show a health problem from power lines. He said the 765-kilovolt lines are more efficient. 

"There is less loss of electric power going through the lines," he said. 

With the emphasis on renewable energy, such as wind and solar power from the Midwest, Frisby said transmission lines are still needed to bring that power to this region. 

"We will be at full capacity by 2014. Unless we have PATH, there is a probability of brownouts and blackouts," Frisby said. 

As the head of the PEAT program, Frisby, an attorney with Stinson, Morrison and Hecker law firm in Washington, will speak to media and other organizations in the area. 

"Our power use is up, even with the economic downturn. People use a lot of electricity for computers in their homes. We have more people coming in with the BRAC program and hopefully new businesses," Frisby said. The federal Base Realignment and Closure program will bring people to Fort Detrick and other Maryland military bases. 

Frisby said there needs to be a combination of conservation, transmission and generation of power to meet future demands. 

"In the short term, we need the transmission. We can't build generation, either traditional or renewable, overnight. In terms of power generation, 2014 was yesterday." 

For information, visit at pathawareness.com. 


