2602A Thurston Road








Frederick, MD 21704

April 6, 2009

Mr. Tim Goodfellow

Frederick County Planning Department

12 East Church Street

Frederick, MD 21701

:

Mr. Sean McCabe

1117 Greenfield Road

Adamstown, MD 21703

Dear Mr.McCabe:

It was very encouraging to know that the Frederick Planning Committee and the Monocacy Scenic River Citizens’ Advisory Board are concerned about the health of our beautiful river and its tributaries.  It is very sobering to realize how fragile our waterways have become from the smallest stream to the Chesapeake Bay.  I applaud your concern and your organization.  But it is not just the fertilizer, or gasoline, or throw-away items that destroy our environment and pollute our waters.

There are other factors, man made, which are harder to correct and which we take for granted or throw up our hands and say there is nothing we can do to stop this pollution. One of which is the PATH Project - formally known as the Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline.  Allegheny Power has the contract to upgrade the power grid from West Virginia to New York.  I am not opposed to upgrading the power grid - after all we all need electricity for our daily lives.  But I am upset that Allegheny will be using old technology - technology which will hurt the Urbana area environment by clear cutting woods to make a 200-foot wide treeless corridor, allowing tremendous run-offs into our streams, creeks, rivers and eventually into the bay.  Allegheny’s plan is to erect 130 foot towers to carry high-power alternating current electric lines fueled by coal-fired plants in the Midwest along this corridor.  Homes will be destroyed, electromagnetic fields will sizzle overhead, animal habitat will be destroyed, views of Sugarloaf Mountain will be destroyed - the loss for those of us who live in the area  is incalculable.   

But this doesn’t have to happen.  There is new technology using high-voltage direct-current (HVDC) lines which can be buried underground.  This technology has been used successfully in Sweden, Eagle Pass, Texas, across the Long Island Sound, to name a few sites, and it will be used to bury cable across the Chesapeake Bay.  Just as natural gas lines are buried underground so can HVDC lines be buried underground.  They can be buried along roads, railroad tracks, under existing power lines.  They are secure from tampering and  lightning strikes.  They are more efficient and if repairs are needed, it is easier to find the fault and repair it quickly. 

Allegheny Energy should at least look into the technology and successes of HVDC.  It is extremely short-sighted to ignore a new way of doing things.  Allegheny may be afraid of the cost but since there would be a smaller footprint with HVDC and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is guaranteeing a 14.3% profit for the project, cost should not be a deciding factor.

The area Allegheny Power is planning to despoil is zoned conservation and agricultural.  It is a beautiful verdant area blest by views of Sugarloaf Mt., Bennet’s Creek, Lily Pons, historic homes and barns dating to the 1700's, horse farms, and a wonderful feeling of peace.  Destroy this area with Mega Power Lines and Frederick County losses big time.

My husband and I belong to a local organization, the Sugarloaf Conservancy,  which is trying to spread the word about PATH and how it will affect all of us.  If you are interested in more information, please go to www.sugarloafconservancy.org

Sincerely yours,

Mary Jeanne Carrera
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