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       Feb. 23, 2009

The Honorable Representative Roscoe Bartlett

7360 Guilford Drive

Suite 101

Frederick, MD. 21704

Dear Congressman:

I am writing to you to express my outrage at your decision not to intervene regarding the proposed Allegheny “PATH” project. The proposed project will have a devastating effect on property values and the environment. As I’m sure you are aware, the Bennet Creek area in southern Frederick County, where my family and I have lived for 16 years, is near the protected Sugarloaf Mountain region and is part of the lower Monocacy Watershed. I have personally seen in the woods in this area numerous animal species including deer, fox, and raccoon, and numerous bird species including Blue Heron, Pileated Woodpecker, humming birds, and yes, even bald eagle! The proposed power lines will result in significant clearing of forests. This would significantly increase the runoff into Bennett Creek and ultimately into the Chesapeake Bay, and the resulting fragmentation of forests would be extremely damaging to Maryland’s wildlife. It is appalling to me that at a time when Maryland is trying to preserve its remaining woodlands and preserve the Chesapeake Bay this project would be proposed without consideration of these factors. 

It is also amazing that loyal Marylanders such as myself who have worked hard for years to build up their properties and their communities, pursuing their share of the American dream, now risk having their dreams destroyed only to find out that no more than 14% of the power through these lines will actually stay in Maryland! 

In your letter to the Sugarloaf Conservancy, you mentioned that our Constitution is “the foundation for the limited federal role concerning proposed interstate high voltage electricity transmission lines.” It is therefore interesting to note that your Virginia counterpart, Congressman Frank Wolf, has written concerning the PATH project, “I am opposed to this project and question its need,” and has written letters to Governor Kaine asking him to get involved in the effort to slow down plans for the PATH project. You also noted that Allegheny Energy headquarters are in Washington County and that,”I was elected to represent the interests of the company’s workers who live in the Sixth District...” Since you brought up our Constitution, I would argue that the system of checks and balances so wisely instituted by our founding fathers was designed to prevent a large group or business from imposing their interests at the expense of any minority or smaller group. It is therefore your responsibility to protect your citizens form this attack on their property, State, and way of life. If you truly feel that to do so would not represent the interests of the employees of Allegheny Energy, I suggest that you place all the power lines you need through your own farm and through the properties of all those workers who think this is such a great idea. 








Sincerely,

                                                                                    Francis E. Becker, MD, FACP

