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                                                                                      Francis E. Becker, MD, FACP

                                                                                      2417 Thurston Rd. 

                                                                                      Frederick, MD. 21704

                                                                                      Feb. 17, 2009

Martin O’Malley

State House

Annapolis, MD. 21401-1925

Dear Governor:

As a concerned, life-long resident of Maryland, I am writing you to express my strong opposition to the proposed Allegheny and AEP “PATH” project. The proposed project will have a devastating effect on property values and the environment. As I’m sure you are aware, the Bennet Creek area in southern Frederick County, where my family and I have lived for 16 years, is near the protected Sugarloaf Mountain region and is part of the lower Monocacy Watershed. I have personally seen in the woods in this area numerous animal species including deer, fox, and raccoon, and numerous bird species including Blue Heron, Pileated Woodpecker, humming birds, and yes, even bald eagle! The proposed power lines will result in significant clearing of forests. This would significantly increase the runoff into Bennett Creek and ultimately into the Chesapeake Bay, and the resulting fragmentation of forests would be extremely damaging to Maryland’s wildlife. It is appalling to me that at a time when Maryland is trying to preserve its remaining woodlands and preserve the Chesapeake Bay this project would be proposed without consideration of these factors. 

It is also amazing that loyal Marylanders such as myself who have worked hard for years to build up their properties and their communities, pursuing their share of the American dream, now risk having their dreams destroyed only to find out that no more than 14% of the power through these lines will actually stay in Maryland!

To date, Allegheny Power has made no effort to notify property owners that their farmland, forest, houses, or barns may be taken, and it is likely that many property owners who might be affected are still unaware. In addition, Allegheny Power has refused to consider a great solution, namely, to bury the lines by use of High-Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) systems. I understand that some states, including California and Connecticut are considering passing laws requiring that new power lines in sensitive areas such as schools and residential neighborhoods be underground. Allegheny Power’s claims that the cost of HVDC is much more expensive are completely false and are more than off-set by the significantly reduced environmental impact due to much smaller right of way, the increased power-carrying capacity of HVDC, and the reduced maintenance costs since underground lines are protected from damage from storms, ice, and wind (the most common causes of power outages in my area).

According to PJM, electricity usage in Maryland actually decreased last year. Although I understand that ultimately we will all need more power, I believe this alleviates the need to rush into a project that has clearly not been well thought out.  I  therefore respectfully request that you  enter into discussions with the Governors of Virginia and West Virginia to form a regional transmission siting agency and exercise your power to stop the filing of this proposal with the Maryland Public Service Commission until PATH Allegheny does a complete, independent study of the feasability and cost of using HVDC technology and burying the lines. I believe it would be in the best interest of your constituents for you to do so. 

You yourself, Governor, have stated, “We must do all we can to preserve our natural resources and secure Maryland’s energy future.” You have also stated that you will be “sparing no expense, retaining an expert, hiring whatever legal resources the public’s case requires, and recruiting our neighbors in other States whenever possible to stand up for the public interest in our fight for a more affordable and secure energy future.” Here is a great opportunity for you to stand behind your words and for Maryland to lead the way in environmental protection through the use of innovative, more efficient, technology.

                                                                                   Sincerely,

                                                                                   Francis E. Becker, MD, FACP


CC: Sen. David Brinkley; Sen. Alexander Mooney

