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Commissioners Take Stand on PATH

By Krista Brick

There may be new faces on the Board of Frederick County Commissioners, but they share their predecessors’ opinions of the PATH substation in Urbana.

The commissioners recently voted unanimously to uphold the previous board’s decision that the county is responsible for locating electronic substations in the county, not the Public Service Commission of  Maryland.

“There have been extensive hearings recently that were open to all, televised on our local government station and available on our archived web-streaming page of public proceedings held by the Board

of Appeals and Planning Commission,” said Board President Blaine Young. “Let there be no doubt that this board supports these processes and decision. We take our land use decisions seriously and urge

the Public Service Commission to uphold our responsibilities for such proposed substations.”

Potomac Edison Company’s plan to build a Potomac-Appalachian Transmission Highline includes substation proposed on agricultural land off Bartholows Road. The county’s Planning Commission and

Board of Appeals have rejected the plan for the substation in Kemptown. The utility company, however, has filed a case with the PSC claiming that the commission has the authority when it comes to siting this project because it is such an integral part of the overall PATH plan. 

In a letter to the PSC, the board wrote: “This board, the Frederick county Board of Appeals and Frederick County Planning Commission take their responsibility for land use decisions seriously. … While decisions

may not always be what applicants seek, our processes are fair and in accord with the Maryland law.” 

Assistant County Attorney Richard McCain said this new board wanted to go on record to assure the citizens that they have the same opinion when it comes to this substation.

“This board wanted to go on record as reaffirming the county’s belief that it had the jurisdiction to site the substation and the authority granted by the Maryland General Assembly under our land use laws. The board wanted to also go on record in support of the Board of Appeals and Planning Commission and the citizens

who participate on those bodies and their processes,” McCain said.
