February 20, 2009

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski

United States Senate

503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Subject:  Allegheny Power Path Line/High Voltage Direct Current 

Dear Senator Mikulski,

I’m writing this letter hoping you will help me understand why you refuse to request that Allegheny Power conduct an independent study on the merits of High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) underground technology before they submit their application to the Maryland Public Service Commission. Since providing our local elected officials with the facts on the HVDC technology, both our County Commissioners and State Delegation have unanimously supported our call for an independent study by sending letters to Allegheny Power.  I understand that your position is that this issue falls within the Federal Government’s jurisdiction; however, isn’t your role as our Senator to represent the concerns we have as Maryland residents?  If you are in agreement, then why would any Maryland elected official believe he or she should not intervene?

Clearing forest for a 200’ right-of-way (ROW) will increase the runoff into Bennett Creek and then into the Chesapeake Bay, therefore, decreasing the heath of the bay and increasing the fragmentation of forest areas and thus causing considerable damage to Maryland’s wildlife. In addition, the possibility of implementing eminent domain on the residents of Urbana with the real estate market at an all-time low makes the use of the HVCD lines in an existing ROW of only about 20 feet the most sensible solution.
The development in the Urbana Region continues on a daily basis yet we, the residents, were told several years ago by the Allegheny officials that the Urbana substation was at 110% capacity and no minor upgrades could be implemented.  Since that time several minor upgrades have been made to the existing Urbana substation. Given this mismatch of information communicated, it is difficult for us to trust Allegheny’s current proposals.

We need your support now to keep Allegheny from causing more damage to the environment and the Urbana Community.  No one wants a transmission line in his or her back yard.  However, if one is necessary, then surely it should be constructed in a manner that minimizes the impact on the environment and the Urbana residents and should, therefore, be placed underground. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideration of our request.  Looking forward to your response.

Respectfully yours,

Thomas and Martha Carlin

Long-term Urbana Residents

 

