23 February 2009

The Honorable Martin O’Malley 

Governor

100 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1925


Subject:  Undergrounding of the 

                 PATH Transmission Line

Dear Governor O’Malley,

The Frederick County Delegation to the General Assembly and the Frederick County Board of County Commissioners have unanimously agreed to support an independent study of the underground use of High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) for the PATH Project currently under siting study by Allegheny Power.  In spite of these efforts, Allegheny continues insist that the appropriate timing for this discussion is after they have filed their CPCN Application with the Maryland Public Service Commission, which they plan to do on March 23, 2009.

There is no need to rush to judgment, but rather a call for a careful study of all alternatives as the most recent load forecasts indicate a much lower demand for the next few years than expected, therefore providing more time to examine viable alternatives to above ground towers and lines.  We hope that you, as Governor, would also join the efforts of the Commissioners and the Delegation in requesting Allegheny Power to conduct such a study prior to their application filing.

PEPCO in its recent application for the MAPP Project extols the virtues of undergrounding HVDC and has forwarded a letter to that effect to PMJ as regional transmission authority.  With a Right of Way of 20 feet rather than 200 feet much more of the Rural Legacy Land in Southern Frederick County will be preserved.  HVDC provides greater electric flow and increased reliability, as it is less susceptible to being out of service due to weather conditions.  Finally, its cost is not the 20% more as usually stated by Allegheny Power, but is competitive when an entire analysis is preformed.  The recent studies showing how to bring wind generated electricity to the East Coast from Western States is entirely based on underground HVDC.

We are respectively requesting that you, too, send a request to Allegheny that they postpone their PATH application until such time as they have an independent study completed and shared with the public. 

The time for this technology and the protection it provides for Maryland’s environment is now.

Sincerely,

Stanley C. Baker






Karen H. Baker

2765 Lynn Street, Frederick, MD 21704

kbcbab@aol.com

