23 March 2009

Terry Romine

Executive Secretary

Maryland Public Service Commission 

William Donald Schaefer Tower

6 Saint Paul Street

16th Floor

Baltimore, Maryland   21202

Dear Ms. Romine,

Mr. Doug Kaplan, President of the Sugarloaf Conservancy, made us aware that the Conservancy made a formal request to the Maryland Public Service Commission to require Allegheny Power (AP) to perform an independent study of the possibility of undergrounding the PATH Project with High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) conductor cable before they file their CPCN application.  We join in this request to the MPSC.
Many requests have been previously made to AP by private citizens, by the Board of County Commissioners of Frederick County and by the Frederick County Delegation to the Maryland General Assembly.  No attempt to perform a quantified study has been put forth by Allegheny Power or PJM.

This is a request for a study that compares all factors for above ground lines with those for underground: width of right-of-way (ROW) for above ground compared to the width of ROW for undergrounding HVDC; the number of acres needed to be acquired for each, the impact on historic sites, esthetics, the costs involved, etc.  In other words, a comparison in all aspects required of a CPCN Application.

Much of the PATH proposed route includes the same view sheds impacted by the proposed Urbana Loop. In the Proposed Order for Case 9018 (The Urbana Loop), Hearing Officer Sober concluded that: “…, AP failed to site the line to preserve the esthetic views.” (Page 19).  Commission Order #80969 on 3 August 2006 upheld the findings in the Proposed Order.  If this 230 kV line did not meet state approval for esthetics, then it can be reasonably argued that a 765 kV line of greater length and height would need even more in-depth consideration in terms of esthetic impact.

Allegheny recently pushed back their projected need of installation date for PATH to 2014 (If memory serves us correctly, this is the third time they have moved the date).  In other words, by their own calculations, there clearly is sufficient time to do a comprehensive, quantified study of the undergrounding of HVDC through this extraordinary environment surrounding a gem of a geologic structure: Sugarloaf Mountain.

We also request that the MPSC require Allegheny Power to conduct this independent study.

Sincerely,

Stanley and Karen Baker

2765 Lynn Street

Frederick, Maryland 21704

