Barbara LaG. Luchsinger

2750 Thurston Road

Frederick, MD  21704

301 693 6659
BLAGLUCH@COMCAST.NET
March 23, 2009
Douglas R. M. Nazarian

Chairman, Maryland Public Service Commission

William Donald Schaefer Tower
6 St. Paul St., 16th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

Re: PATH: Frederick News-Post 3/17
Dear Mr. Nazarian:

Three major points:
1. Cited article quotes Allegheny Energy as saying:
“Allegheny Energy agrees that it is vital to have an independent review of not only         the technology proposed for this important infrastructure project, but also the route and electrical need for PATH.”
a. Furthermore, AE claims that the Commission can hire third-party experts as necessary.

b. Siemens AG and ABB have both led the way with buried HVDC, a proven alternative. Why destroy the Sugarloaf Mountain conservation area with overhead lines and towers, when the lines could be buried?

i. FERC Chairman Wellinghoff has recently publicly stated, on ClearSkies TV March 8, his support for HVDC.

It is my understanding that such a study needs to be done before Allegheny files for PATH with overhead lines and 130-foot towers, now slated for April 6, 2009.  Please delay the filing until your organization can properly address this concern.
2. Allegheny is currently running frequent PATH ads on TV and radio, many times every day. How come they can use the money I pay my bills with for this expense? How can a citizen, or even a citizen’s group, compete with such an unbalanced onslaught of propaganda?
a. How can I defend my threatened tree farm since I must, through my utility bills, pay for the battery of attorneys Allegheny can provide? This entire process appears designed to defeat us citizens….and make us pay for that defeat! 

3. In view of the foregoing, I ask you to please make this entire PATH process more just for the Frederick County public.

Sincerely,

